'IRAQ,
mosque anyone who voted for British Occupation.'1 A group
of inhabitants, however, was found which drew up a declara-
tion in which the question of protection was left until after the
Peace Conference.2
In Baghdad, the centre of anti-British agitation, the dif-
ficulties facing the Civil Administration were even greater than
elsewhere. The plan of delaying the plebiscite in Baghdad
to the last in the hope, as expressed in the instructions to the
Political Officers, that favourable declarations in other districts
might influence Baghdad opinion, would not, it was soon
apparent, produce the desired results. The inhabitants of the
city, more politically minded and less inarticulate than other
sections of the country, would not be influenced or even
controlled as in other towns or in the tribal areas.
The attempt to convene an assembly of local dignitaries,
carefully selected by persons believed to be favourably inclined
to British rule, also failed. The Acting Civil Commissioner had
proposed that the twenty-five Sunni delegates should be
selected by the Sunni Qadhl.* Similarly, the twenty-five Shi'a
representatives were to be chosen by the Shlca Qadhl, ca creation
of the British Administration, no Shi'a Qadhi having been
recognized by the Turks ... a weak and colourless individual
whose self-effacing piety' was his 'best recommendation3.4
The heads of the Christian communities were to nominate
the Christian delegates, and the Grand Rabbi, the Jewish
representatives.
1 Memo, on Self-Determination in Mesopotamia, p. 4.
2 Self-Determination: Section 13, Baghdad Declaration, No   8 (Kadhimain)
A ^ translation of the declaration, indicative of the trend of opinion in the Holy
Cities, is as follows:
*In accordance with the liberty conferred on us by the Great Powers, the
principal of which are the two esteemed Governments of Great Britain and
France, we, being of the local Arab nation, choose a new Muslim Arab Govern-
ment to be ruled by a Muhammadan King, one of the sons of our Lord the
Sharif, bound by a local majlis, and the question of protection will be con-
sidered after the Peace Conference Dated 5th Rab*ath Thani, 1337.' (Signed by
143 Muhammadan residents of Kadhimain.)
3 The Naqlb, although asked to act with the Qddhl, had refused.
4 Memo, on Self-Determination in Mesopotamia, p. 4.
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